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The design of the Research Complex unveiled
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he construction of the new Research Complex of Hong Kong Shue Yan

University (HKSYU) is about to enter into its final stage. Following the
removal of the scaffolding, the unique design of the Research Complex
is revealed. The new Complex, with its student hostel, will come into
operation at the start of the second semester of the 2016/2017 academic
year.

In an interview with the Shue Yan Newsletter, Dr. John Wing To Hui, the
principal architect of the Research Complex, said since the latter half of
2015, the construction works of the superstructure have been progressing
smoothly. However, due to stringent testing requirements in a few
individual items (such as plumbing and water proofing works), the time
to remove the scaffolding and to apply for the Occupation Permit were
deferred. According to the progress of the works, he expects that the new
Complex can be handed over to HKSYU by the end of August.

The contractor is now focusing on the builder” s works in every floor of the
Research Complex. It is expected that furniture of hostel, lecture rooms and
research rooms, and teaching equipment, such as projectors and screens,
can be fixed in mid-July. The retractable seating system in the LG2 multi-
media hall will also be installed in mid-July. It is envisaged that facilities and
equipment installation and testing will be continued after the handover of
the new Complex.

The Research Complex consists of a High Block of 15 storeys and a Low
Block of 7 storeys, both built over a podium of 5 storeys. The total gross
floor area of the Complex is about 35,300 square meters (about 380,500
square feet) of which 71% are study and research venues and 29% will be

allocated to hostel spaces.

Hostel is on the 6th floor to 14th floor of the High Block. The 1st to 5Sth
floor of the High Block are lecture rooms, study rooms, research rooms,
office rooms and etc. The spaces in the Low Block are mainly for lecture
rooms, study rooms, office rooms and canteen use. The multi-media hall
and multi-purpose hall are located on LG2 and LG5 respectively. [Some
photos are provided by the contractor - Hip Hing Construction]
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A The contractor began to remove the scaffolding of the High
Block of the Research Complex in the end of February 2016.
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A The photos shows the multi-purpose hall in LG5.
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The Research Grants Council's first visit to Shue Yan University
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A HKSYU senior administrative staff and the Principal Investigators taking part in the visit
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he Research Grants Council (RGC) visited

Hong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU) on
May 3, 2016, to familiarize themselves with the
overall research activities and research strategies
of HKSYU and to monitor the implementation
of the on-going research projects funded by the
RGC.

The Government injected HK$3 billion into
the Research Endowment Fund in 2012 to
provide competitive research funding for local
self-financing degree sector and three funding
schemes administrated by RGC were launched
in 2014/2015, namely, the Institutional
Development Scheme (IDS), the Inter-
Institutional Development Scheme (IIDS) and
the Faculty Development Scheme (FDS).

In the first two rounds of applications, HKSYU
has been successfully in obtaining funding for
15 research projects, including one IDS project
and 14 FDS projects. The total research funding
awarded to HKSYU add up to HK$14,105,000.

The on-site visit by the Monitoring & Assessment
(M & A) Panel for Competitive Research Funding
Schemes for the Local Self-financing Degree
Sector of RGC was led by Professor Joshua Mok.
Other members of the visiting team included
Professor Terry Au, Chairman of the RGC™ s
Assessment Panel for the schemes, Professor
Helen Meng and Professor Mu-chou Poo, and
secretariat staff of RGC.
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Senior management and department heads
of HKSYU attending the meetings with the
visiting team included Dr. HU Fai Chung, Deputy
President, Professor Catherine Sun, Academic
Vice President, Mr. Felix Leung, Administrative
Vice President, Ms. Andrea Hope, Associate
Academic Vice President, Professor Selina
Chan, Acting Director of the Research Office,
Ms. Cecilia Yu, Registrar (Quality Assurance /
Research), Professor David Yeung, Head of the
Department of Business Administration, and Dr.
Alex Li, Head of the Department of Counselling
& Psychology.

The IDS project team managers, and the
principal investigators of the five FDS projects
selected by the M & A Panel, also met with the
visiting team. A PowerPoint presentation was
given by the IDS team to share the progress
and impact of the project. Facilities/laboratory
equipment funded by the project were shown to
the -M & A Panel and explanations on their use
were also provided by colleagues. Besides, the
visiting team viewed the poster presentations
of the five FDS projects and was also verbally
updated on the progress and findings by the
Principal investigators and their teams. Finally,
several junior faculty members also met up with
the M & A Panel to share and express their
concerns with the grant applications.

Professor Selina Chan, Acting Director of the

Research Office, said that the M & A Panel was
satisfied with the progress of our projects. The
meeting was very constructive and beneficial.
The visit allowed colleagues to sharpen their
skills with making poster presentations and
to get to better know about one another’ s
research projects. It also created a good
opportunity for colleagues to have a dialogue
with the RGC panel. Not only did colleagues
make use of this opportunity to report the
progress and findings of their projects to the
visiting team, but they also shared their various
needs and concerns with different types of grant
applications with the panel.
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A Dr. Alex Li (back row right), Head of the Department of Counselling & Psychology, briefs
visiting team on his research project.
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Mapping Diasporic Networks: The Case of the Indonesian Chinese
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his research project is supported under

the Faculty Development Scheme (FDS)
2015/2016 of the Research Grants Council
(RGC).

Principal Investigator: Dr. HUI Yew-Foong,
Research Associate Professor, Department of
Sociology

Amount awarded: HK$ 585,350

With the ongoing process of globalization, the
phenomenon of Chinese immigration is more
and more common. Many studies have begun
to research the Chinese immigrants’ life in
their destination countries, including the life of
their future generations. Chinese immigrants
who come from the same hometown share the
same language and cultural background, so they
remain connected to each other through kinship
ties and hometown associations. However, there
is scarce research on the further immigration of
these immigrants.

This project maps out the migratory paths of
Medan Chinese and investigates how they
are connected and organized across national
boundaries.

Dr. Hui has chosen Medan, the largest city
in Sumatra, as one of his field sites. Medan
is a multi-ethnic city with many immigrants,
and Chinese account for about 10% of the
population. Conventionally, there are two

major categories of Chinese in Indonesia, one
of which is very much acculturated and do not
speak any Chinese language, while the other
category still uses a Chinese language in their
daily lives. Dr. Hui” s research focuses on
the latter. Previously, Dr. Hui has published a
book entitled Strangers at Home: History and
Subjectivity among the Chinese Communities
of West Kalimantan, Indonesia, which is about
the Chinese of West Kalimantan, another part of
Indonesia. With this new project, he expects to
compare Chinese in the two regions.

Dr. Hui pointed out that during the 1950s
and 1960s, because of political upheavals
and ethnic discrimination in Indonesia, large
numbers of Chinese in Medan had to consider
leaving. While some of them remained in Medan,
others left for China and later Hong Kong, and
some others went to Taiwan. Even though
these migrants are now in different regions,
they still have connections with each other
across national boundaries through kinship ties,
alumni associations or hometown associations.
This project also studies the next generation
of these immigrants, in terms of whether they
are involved in their parents’ transnational
connections.

This project involves multi-sited ethnographic
research in Indonesia, China, Hong Kong and
Taiwan. As such, Dr. Hui will be conducting field
research in these different places.

In terms of the anticipated findings of this
project, Dr. Hui expects to map out the migratory
paths of Medan Chinese and investigate how
they are connected and organized across
national boundaries and whether these ties
represent a kind of Chinese transnationalism that
can persist across generations and geographical
regions.
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