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Time to welcome Moodle and bid farewell to ILN
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ong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU)

will change to using Moodle as the
University’s interactive on-line learning
platform and learning management system
starting from September 2015, and that will
be the time to signify the end of 12 years
of service that the Interactive Learning
Network (ILN) has given to the University
since 2003.

Dr. Yuen Wai Kee, Chairperson of the
University’s IT in Teaching and Learning
Committee, said the University had started
its trial run and testing of Moodle at the
beginning of the first semester of the 2010-
2011 academic year. By now, a certain
number of teaching staff and students are
familiar with it, so the Committee felt that it
was the right time to make a complete shift
to Moodle.

Dr. Yuen explained that the ILN was
originally developed and supported by
the Centre for Information Technology
in Education (CITE) of the University of
Hong Kong. In September 2010, CITE
stopped supporting the use of the ILN and
this made it difficult for the Computing
Services Centre of HKSYU to maintain its
normal function in terms of resources and
supporting ability. So the University needed
to set a date to shift to the use of a new on-
line learning platform.

Dr. Yuen pointed out that Moodle is an open
source environment that allows all users to

develop the interface and functions. There
will be no question of not getting enough
support. At present, about 70,000 education
institutions and other organizations use
Moodle.

According to Dr. Yuen, Moodle is very
flexible for teaching and learning. For
example, professors and lecturers can save
the assessment guidelines and rubrics in
Moodle for use in another academic year,
and insert videos and photos whenever they
want, neither of these features were available
in the ILN.

At present, near 40% of all courses
(including sections) are using Moodle
as their on-line learning platform, and
the Department of Journalism and
Communication is the first department
to have completed the shift to Moodle,
according to Mr. Cyrus Chan, Head of the
University’s Computing Services Centre
(CSC).

In order to support those professors and
lecturers who are not familiar with the
functions of Moodle, the CSC launched a
special webpage with a step-by-step user
guide in January 2015.

According to Mr. Chan, to make Moodle
more user-friendly, the CSC has made
adjustments to the interface of HKSYU
Moodle to enable users to check different
new announcements, such as Registry



Notices, OSA Notices and Library Notices
on the right hand side of the front page.
However, since the Moodle system does
not have a function to group all new
announcements from different courses
in one place, it is beyond the ability of
CSC to create such a “function”. Users
therefore need to check each course for new
announcements in Moodle or through their
e-mail.

In the near future, students will be able to
upload their assignments to Moodle once
and the system will automatically transfer
the assignments to VeriGuide. “We are
now working with the Chinese University
of Hong Kong, the developer of VeriGuide,
to align Moodle and VeriGuide. If all goes
smoothly, this new function will start in the
coming academic year.” Mr. Chan said.

Dr. Yuen does not expect any problems in
September this year when the University
shifts completely to Moodle.

“Ibelieve that everybody will quickly become
familiar with Moodle’s various features and I
believe my colleagues will love its flexibility
and multi-functions.”
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Research project funded by Research Grants Council: Executive Function Skills and
Early School Success in Young Chinese Children from Low-income Families
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his project is supported under the
Faculty Development Scheme (FDS) of
the Research Grants Council (RGC).

Principal Investigator: Dr. CHAN Chi-
Keung, the Assistant Professor of the
Department of Counselling and Psychology
Amount awarded: HK$712,138

Duration of the project: October 2014 -
September 2016

Details of the project:

“Hong Kong’s education system is polarized.
Children from lower-income families
need more help and support in their early
developmental stages.” Dr. Chan shared his
feelings from his heart.

Dr. Chan received his master and doctorate
degrees in Educational Psychology from
the University of Minnesota, USA. Then, he
worked at an urban public school district
in Minnesota and was in charge of research
and administrative work. He observed that
children from lower-income families tend
to have poor physical and psychological
development as well as learning outcomes
as compared to peers with better family
background. In recent years, lots of
researches from Western countries have
shown how socioeconomic status affects
children’s development in executive function
skills which in turn affects their cognitive
development and learning outcomes.
Although there are some existing researches
about children's executive function skills in
the Chinese societies, none of them covered
the socioeconomic impact on children’s
executive function skills and early academic
outcomes. Thus, Dr. Chan hopes this project

would be a reflection and contribution to
Educational Psychology, education and
poverty alleviation work in Hong Kong.

Dr. Chan said he started discussion with the
collaborative scholars from Hong Kong and
USA, nine months before the application
of the Faculty Development Scheme was
even announced. They reached a consensus
on designing and conducting a clear aim
and meaningful research which could
apply to both education and developmental
psychology as well as to shed light on the
problems of local education and society.
“Our goal is to educate everyone irrespective
of one’s background and to provide early
support to the grassroot children in the
developmental process so that they have
healthy development and flourishing life.
Dr. Chan thinks this research project could
receive the FDS grant because it has a clear
research aim, a systematic research method
and the importance of this research to
the academic field and local society. The
reviewers of Research Grants Council gave
high evaluations on these categories.

Speaking of the difficulties, Dr. Chan stated
that the preparation of research instruments
and training videos took a long time, as
the testing instruments and procedures
adopted from foreign countries might not
be applicable to Chinese society. Also, the
translation and back-translation required
a lot of time to organise. Furthermore,
this project involves cooperation with
kindergartens. Given the school’s tight
schedule as well as the fact that teachers,
student and parents are all involved in
this research project, it requires the
coordination, trust and assistance from all
parties. Although having to face and tackle
these issues, Dr. Chan is quite satisfied
about the expected progress of the project.

Dr. Chan said a research project that involves
multiple layers cannot be completed by one-
man effort. Taking in others’ suggestions
can help succeeding in an outstanding
research. He would like to express gratitude
to his collaborators from Hong Kong and
USA, including Dr. Bernard Wong from the
Department of Counseling and Psychology
at HKSYU, Dr. Xiao Zhang from the
Department of Early Childhood Education
at the Hong Kong Institute of Education,



Dr. J. J. Cutuli from the Department of
Psychology at Rutgers University, and the
Research Assistant of this project, Ms. Lala
Ng. He is grateful to meet and know these
young scholars who not only have common
research interests as him but also with great
hope and aspiration on education. He would
also like to give special thanks to Professor
Catherine Sun, the Head of Department
of Counseling and Psychology at HKSYU,
Professor Geoffrey Blowers and his team at
the HKSYU Research Office, and some local
scholars in Educational Psychology, for their
valuable advice while writing the research
funding proposal.

This research project might not help
changing the polarized education in Hong
Kong in the near future. However, Dr.
Chan hopes when more people are willing
to contribute and to pay attention to the
cognitive and psychological growth of
children from lower-income families, every
children could grow on “the same starting
line”.
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Mist and obstacles of the property issues in Hong Kong
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he “Mist and Obstacles of the Property Issues in Hong Kong” round-table talk hosted by the

Department of Economics and Finance of Hong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU) was held in the
Conference Hall of the University’s Library Complex on 17th January 2015. The talk focused on the
challenges to and governance of Hong Kong’s real estate markets and housing policy. The solutions put
forward in the Policy Address in January 2015 to avert the supply-demand imbalance were also covered. In
this round table, scholars and experts were invited to share their point of view, including Mr. Wing-Ching
Shih, Founder of Centaline Group and AM 730, Prof. Si-Ming Li, Chair Professor of Geography at Hong
Kong Baptist University, Dr. Po-Ming Daniel Chan, Director of Brilliant & Bright Investment Consultancy
Limited, and Dr. Pang-Kwong Li, Associate Professor of the Department of Political Science and Director
of the Public Governance Programme at Lingnan University. Professor Kwong-Wing Chau, Head and
Chair Professor of Department of Real Estate and Construction in the University of Hong Kong was one
of the guest speakers.

Insufficient supply leading to rising housing prices

When it comes to the reasons why the price of dwellings in Hong Kong has risen significantly, the experts
agreed that it was due to the limited supply of housing. Mr. Shih pointed out that there is a long waiting
list of Public Rental Housing (PRH) applicants. He commented that “The higher the supply of flats, the
better. However, if the government cannot increase the supply of housing in time, there might be a series
of serious consequences that could trigger social evils, such as an increase in the unemployment rate.” At
the same time, Prof. Si-Ming Li pointed out that the government should be held responsible for the
insufficient quantity of flats supplied. Over the past few decades, the government has not taken action to
increase the supply of housing, hence the current demand for housing is not completely satisfied. History
demonstrates that there are limitations in the efficiency of the market’s self-adjustment mechanisms.
This is the reason why the government needs to take a more important role in the property market.

Solutions to solve the overheating problem of the housing market

Dr. Pang-Kwong Li stated that the government should clarify the role of property in society in order to
solve the problem of rising housing prices. Once it has defined housing as a product for living, speculation,
social stability or a mixture of all three, the government can set appropriate housing policies by
determining the supply of housing and the ratio of public to private housing.

Reflecting on housing bubbles and property speculation, the speakers compared the situation in Hong
Kong and Singapore. They discussed whether there was a need to distinguish the various functions of the
housing market. Particularly, some flats are simply for living in, and others may incorporate investment
features. The problem of the expectations of buyers in relation to housing prices was also highlighted.
One of the guests said that landlords wanted the price of flats to rise as high as possible. If the prices
dropped, they would blame the inappropriate housing policies proposed by the government.

On the issue of land supply, Prof. Si-Ming Li deemed that the government could no longer undertake land
reclamation. Particularly, when the government changes designated land usage or carries out large-scale
projects, it has to overcome several problems, such as the complicated ownership of old flats, and
opposition from society and environmental organizations. The housing policies, therefore, cannot be
implemented swiftly. He proposed that the government should actively develop brownfield sites. It could
also consider taking back the land occupied by the Fanling Golf Course to build more houses and increase
the efficiency of land policies.

From left to right: Dr. Po-Ming Daniel Chan,
Mr. Wing-Ching Shih, Dr. Yeung Wai Man,
Prof. Si-Ming Li, Dr. Pang-Kwong Li.
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Expected future crash of housing prices

Referring to the likely trend of housing prices in the following year, the speakers were cautious. The
United States will put a halt to the policy of Quantitative Easing (QE Policy) which will cause the market
to slow down. At the same time, some troublesome issues, such as the global economic recession, the
decline of oil prices and the upsurge of terrorist movements, impose a threat to the property market.
Furthermore, the increase of housing supply announced in the recent policy address might spark off a
decrease in housing prices. Mr. Wing-Ching Shih, Dr. Po-Ming Daniel Chan and Prof. Si-Ming Li agreed
that there will be a declining trend of housing prices. Mr. Shih commented, “I am selling some of my
properties as well as decreasing property investment projects”. Hence, it will be suitable for young people
to buy flats until the housing supply increases. However, Professor Kwong-Wing Chau spoke of his recent
study which indicated that the price of flats would not drop but continue to rise.
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