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Professor Sun Tien-lun, Head of the department of Counselling Psychology, said there was an
abundant demand for counselling
]

psychologists ir) the society.
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Shue Yan Offers
First Counselling Psychology
Master’s Programme in HK

Hong Kong Shue Yan
University plans to offer its first
Master of Social Sciences in
Counselling Psychology
programme in September, 2010.
It is also the first master’s
programme in  counselling
psychology in Hong Kong. The
introduction of this master's
programme, upon approval by
the. Hong Kong Council for
Accreditation of Academic and
Vocational Qualifications
(HKCAAVQ), rewrites not only
the history of Shue Yan, but also
the history of private university
in Hong Kong. .

Takes the lead

Professor Sun Tien-lun,
Head of the department of
Counselling Psychology, said,
“There is an abundant demand
for counselling psychologists in
the society, and since there is a
lack of counselling psychology
programme offered at the
master’s level in Hong Kong,
Shue Yan will take the lead.”

Professor Sun also said
Shue Yan's counselling
programme has been
established for more than thirty
years. With the accumulated
experience in teaching and
academic research, it is high
time to provide students with
intensive learning and research
opportunities.

Recalling the whole
preparation process, Professor
Sun declared that they have
been  preparing for the
programme for about three
years. Since Hong Kong does
not have any counselling
psychology programme at the
master’'s level, they have to
design the programme
themselves. Working with local
and overseas professionals has
substantially enhanced the
department’'s  confidence in
organizing the master’s
programme.

Professor Sun is very
pleased to have Emeritus
Professor Thomas Seay on
board to act as the Director of
the Programme. She believes
that Professor Seay’s
appointment is crucial to the
success of the programme.

Either full-time or part-time

At the moment, the
proposed two-year full-time or
four-year part-time Master of
Social Sciences in Counselling
Psychology  programme is
subjected to the validation by
the HKCAAVQ. Upon successful
validation, the university will
start to enrol students beginning
in September, 2010.

Besides academic learning
and research, practice is also
very crucial in this programme.

Professor Sun said that since
clinical practice is very important
for the students, the university
would provide chances for
students to have internships in
mental health institutions,
vocational centres, social
service agencies, schools or
other organizations, so as to
provide them a chance to

practice what they learn in class.

For those who are
interested in applying for the
master’s programme, they must
be holders of an honours degree
in Psychology. Also, they should
also demonstrate passion for
being a professional
psychologist. As for academic
standing, Professor Sun stated
that, although this is only one of
the factors that will be
considered, the minimum
requirement is a second class
honour or equivalent.

For the prospect of this
programme, Professor Sun said
that she is confident in its
success. As a pioneer, they
know that there will be
challenges. The approval by the
HKCAAVQ is only the
beginning, the much longer road
to be travelled is to educate the

community to accept
counselling psychologist as a
respected and needed
profession.
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The Department of
Law and Business Launches
“Two Degree Programme”

Starting from 2011, the
Department of Law and
Business will provide access to a
second degree programme,

enabling its students to complete

both the Shue Yan University
degree in Law and Business and
the LL.B degree of the China
University of Political Science
and Law (CUPL). Under that
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arrangement, students will be
able to complete up to 5 of the
CUPL courses as part of their
SYU Law and Business degree.




The department is also pursuing

similar  collaboration  with  an
Australian university, which would
allow SYU graduates to, alternatively,
complete an Australian LL.B degree.

Professor Ned Aughterson, Head
of the Department of Law and
Business, said the Mainland Chinese
legal system is quite different from
that of Hong Kong and the idea
behind the two degree programme is
to expose students to the differing
legal systems and to enhance their

career opportunities following
graduation.
“The objective is to allow

students to acquire an understanding
of different legal systems, not just that
of Mainland China, but also of other
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Professor Ned Aughterson sald the
. idea behind the “two degree

~ programme” was to expose students

- to the differing legal systems and to
. enhance their career opportunities
following graduation.
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countries. We want to establish an
arrangement with an Australian
university similar to that now existing
with CUPL. One of the reasons why
we are interested in an Australian law
degree is because degree
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programmes from that country are
recognized in Hong Kong for the
purposes of meeting some of the
criteria for admission to legal
practice.” Professor Aughterson said.

Dr. Andy Chiu, an Associate
Professor of the Department of Law
and Business, was very much
involved in negotiating the
arrangement with CUPL. He said that
there was a good working relationship
between Shue Yan University and
CUPL. He also said that as economic
and other relations between Hong
Kong and the Mainland grow,
graduates who hold an LL.B degree
from CUPL, one of the top Law
Schools in Mainland China, will be
more competitive. The additional
skills they acquire will make them very
employable in the emerging

. international environment.

The present Year 3 students
will be the first batch of students

\ that can apply for admission to the

\\ second degree programme.

“After graduation at Shue Yan,
students will be required to take 20
CUPL courses. However, as they
can complete 5 of these as part of

the Shue Yan University degree,
they need to complete only 15
courses in order to graduate with
the Mainland China LL.B degree.
They can complete that in elther
one and a half years or two years ”,
said Dr Chiu.

The five courses that students
can take as part of their Shue Yan
University degree are: Public
International Law, Private
International Law, Law of Family and
Succession, Chinese Commercial
Law and Chinese Legal History.
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Dr. Chiu said these five courses
are included in the “Chinese &
International Law Concentration”,

1

which is a new concentration offered
from this year, and is one of the six
Elective Concentrations offered by
the Department.

Under the agreement between
the Department of Law and Business
and CUPL, all of the 20 courses,
including the five courses comprising
the Chinese & International Law
Concentration, will be instructed by
CUPL professors at the Shue Yan
University —campus. Further, to
synthesize theoretical with practical
knowledge, exchange activities and
internship placements in the Mainland
will be incorporated into the two
degree programme.

When asked about  the
qualifications for admission, Dr. Chiu
said there would be no special
requirements in terms of language or
GPA, and students would be free to
choose to take one or more of the five
CUPL elective courses in their
second, third or fourth year of study.

“What needs to be said is that the
two degree programme is intended for
Hong Kong and Macao permanent
residents only. However, that does not
mean that Mainland students cannot
take the CUPL courses.
Nevertheless, Mainland students who
complete the programme will be
awarded a certificate of completion
rather than qualified for a LL.B
degree.”

According to Dr. Chiu, while the
tuition fee of the two degree
programme has not yet been finally
determined, it is likely to be similar to
that of other degree programmes at
Shue Yan University.

Dr. Chiu is confident that this new
development in the Department of
Law and Business will enrich the
students’ experience and create more
employment opportunities for them.
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Five Questions with

Professor Ned Aughterson

The Head of the Department of Law and Business
discusses future development

In the next academic year, your
department will provide
students with a second degree
programme, collaborating with
the China University of Political
Science and Law (CUPL), and,
from this year, a new elective
concentration. What is your
next step?

The objective is to allow students
to acquire an understanding of
different legal systems, not just
that of Mainland China, but also of
other countries.

We want to

establish an arrangement with an
Australian university similar to that
now existing with CUPL. One of
the reasons why we are interested
in an Australian law degree is
because degree programmes
from that country are recognized
in Hong Kong for the purposes of
meeting some of the criteria for
admission to legal practice.

What is the prospect of the
department’s honours degree
in Law and Business being
recognized by Law Society as a
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qualifying law degree?

It is not a simple process. We are
exploring the possibilities. We
have to persuade the Ilegal
profession that the standard of our
programme is such that it should
be given recognition. Certainly, in
its essential form, our curriculum
is no different from that of existing
law schools in Hong Kong. | am
referring here to the 11 “core”
courses that students must take
(that s, Contracts,  Torts,
Constitutional law, Criminal law,,



Land Law, Equity, Civil Procedure,

Procedure, Evidence,
Business  Associations, and
Commercial Law) in order to
qualify for admission to the PCLL.

Criminal

What advice will you give to
your students?

The advice | would give to
students is to work hard at their
studies, but also to enjoy other
opportunities that university life
offers beyond academic studies.
Because of that ethos, we
encourage and assist students to
be involved in life enriching
extra-curricular activities

As the department head, how
do you measure the
department’s success?

First, | measure the success
of the department by the level of
satisfaction of students. We are
preparing them for their future. A
second measure is the reputation
of the department in the legal
profession and the business and
wider communities, but
particularly in the legal profession.
Law is our primary focus. And
third, | measure success by the
programmes, links and structures
we have put in place. That sets a
foundation for the future.

What is your most remarkable
moment(s) in Shue Yan?

| can’t pick one moment.
There are number of things; for
example, the objectively
discernable development and
growth of students is very
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rewarding. Also, | think that the
proposed programme with the
China University of Political
Science and Law is a very
positive step for the university and
for students. | think that students
who graduate with both degrees
will be enriched by the experience
and will be well placed to have a
rewarding career and to make a
contribution to Hong Kong.

programme with the China
University of Political Science and
Law is a very positive step for the
university and for students. | think
that students who graduate with
both degrees will be enriched by
the experience and will be well
placed to have a rewarding career
and to make a contribution to
Hong Kong.
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