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Chief Executive Presides over the 35th Graduation Ceremony

The Chief Executive of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region, Mr. Donald
Tsang Yam-kuen, honoured the university
with his presence at the 35th Graduation
Ceremony of Hong Kong Shue Yan
University on 20 November, 2009, to
share the achievement and joy of the
graduates who received their Bachelor’s
degrees, and to witness the award of
Honorary degrees to Dr. Tin Ka-ping and

the Chief Justice of the Court of Final
Appeal, Dr. Andrew Li.

This was a most memorable day in
the history of Hong Kong Shue Yan
University. It was the first time that Shue
Yan had conferred Honorary degrees
since it was established in 1971.

The 35th Graduation Ceremony was

held in the Lady Shaw Hall at the
University’s Braemar Hill campus, North
Point. The Chief Executive, Mr. Donald
Tsang, was the Guest of Honour at the
Faculty of Arts session of the graduation
ceremony, which began at 2:45 pm. The
Honorary degrees were also conferred in
this session by Dr. Henry Hu, President of
the University.

(Cont'd page2)
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The Chief Executive, Mr. Donald Tsang, was the Guest of Honour at the Faculty of Arts session of the graduation ceremony.
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Dr. Tin Ka-ping, Degree of Doctor of Social Science honoris causa
Chief Justice Andrew Li Kwok-nang, Degree of Doctor of Laws

honoris causa

The Degree of Doctor of Social Science
honoris causa was awarded to the philan-
thropist, Dr. Tin Ka-ping. The ceremony
took place on Dr Tin’s 90th birthday.

In her citation, Professor Catherine
Sun Tien-lun, Head of the Department of
Counselling and Psychology, praised Dr.
Tin, founder of the K.P. Tin Foundation,
who is popularly known as the “King of
Synthetic Leather” for his “astounding
success as an industrialist” which could
be attributed to “his indomitable spirit,
unique vision, and uncommon daring.”
She also praised Dr. Tin for his passionate
pursuit of philanthropy, noting his appeals
to others “to view philanthropic work in the
community as lasting and magnificent
careers”. In particular, Dr. Tin has shown
profound concern for the development of

HRAEEERECAEREABIELRREET SN EE T8 -
The Degree of Doctor of Social Science honoris causa was awarded to
Dr. Tin Ka-ping by Dr. Henry Hu, President of Hong Kong Shue Yan
University.

TEEERETEERAEASNIR -

The Degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa was awarded to Dr. Andrew Li Kwok-nang, Chief

Justice of the Court of Final Appeal.

education in China, Hong Kong and
Taiwan, to which he
has donated over
HKD1 billion.

Professor Sun
also praised Dr. Tin
that, he “may not be
the wealthiest person
in Hong Kong, and
he may not be the
top philanthropist
with respect to the
amount of funds
donated, but he has
certainly donated the
highest proportion of
his estate to charity.”

The Degree of

=

Doctor of Laws
honoris causa was

awarded to Dr

Andrew Li Kwok-nang, Chief Justice of the
Court of Final Appeal. In his citation,
Professor Ned Aughterson, Head of the
Department of Law and Business, praised
Dr. Li for his judicial decisions as a Chief
Justice, who speaks “not only of the
independence of the judiciary, but also
demonstrate a strong adherence to the
underlying values inherent in the legal
system and adopted in the Basic Law.”

“In a 2002 judgment he stated: ‘The
intention of the Basic Law was to
entrenched constitutionally the rights and
freedoms in Chapter |Ill, rights and
freedoms which are essential to Hong
Kong’s separate system, and the courts
have the duty of safeguarding and protect-
ing them by adopting a generous
approach to their interpretation.” Profes-
sor Ned Aughterson said.

(Cont'd page 4)
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Chief Justice Dr. Andrew Li delivered his speech on behalf of Dr Tin Ka-ping and himself.

Dr Andrew Li Kwok-nang: Care for the Society

In his speech on behalf of Dr Tin and
himself, Chief Justice Dr. Andrew Li,
expressed the deep gratitude of the
honorary graduates for the high honors
which the university had conferred on
them and for the kind and generous
citations.

Dr. Li offered his sincere and warm-
est congratulations to the graduates of
the Arts Faculty, and encouraged them
to "aim high and strive to make a differ-
ence”. He suggested a four point
programme for a successful life. First,
graduates should pursue life-long
education. Second, graduates should
approach all things with an inquisitive
and open mind so as to find new
answers and solutions. Third, graduates
should develop strength of character,
and inner fortitude to overcome adver-
sity; and finally, graduates should be
concerned about the problems faced by
society, including the gap between rich
and poor and the protection of the
environment.

2 e

Dr. Henry Hu presided over the
ceremony of the conferment of
Bachelor's degrees to graduates of the
Department of History, Department of
Chinese Language and Literature, Depart-
ment of English Language and Literature
and the Department of Journalism and
Communication.

Then, the Chief
Executive, Mr. Donald
Tsang, presented the
Outstanding Academic
Achievement Awards to
graduates from each
department. Mr. Cheung
Chun Keung, graduate
of the Department of
Counseling and Psycho-
ogy, represented other
graduates in receiving
the award from the
Chief Executive.

The final part of
the ceremony was the

THRESERELIREZEEENEERBLEATRES -

The Chief Executive, Mr. Donald Tsang, presented the Outstanding
Academic Achievement Awards to Cheung Chun Keung, graduate
representative.

presentation | of the  Academic

Programme Achievement Awards to
the “top student” of each department.
The awards were presented by Mr.
Justice Woo Kwok-hing, member of
the Board of Governors of the univer-
sity.
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A New Milestone for the 746 Graduates
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Left to right: Professor Victor Minichiella; Proy
VicggBharicellor of the University ofiNew Engiand; Professor Sun Tiep-lun, Head, and{Dr Ann Moir-Bussy, Assistant PfofesSore he De artmentig
of Counselhng and Psychology of Hong Konﬁhue Yan Umversny g;. 't‘ L

-I-he 35th Graduation Ceremony of
Hong Kong Shue Yan University was
held on 20 and 21 November 2009, in
Lady Shaw Hall, Braemar Hill, North
Point. There were four sessions in the
Graduation Ceremony. The Faculty of
Business and the Faculty of Social
Sciences sessions were held in the
morning of 20 November. The Chief
Executive of HKSAR, Mr. Donald Tsang,
was the Guest of Honour at the Faculty
of Arts session which took place in the
afternoon, at which two honorary
degrees were also awarded. The
Conversion Programme  Graduation
Ceremony was held in the morning of 21
November, 2009.

This year, there were altogether
746 graduates of undergraduate
programmes. Among them, 352 were
from the Faculty of Business, 199 were
from the Faculty of Social Sciences and
195 were from the Faculty of Arts. The
last Hong Kong Shue Yan University
Honours Diplomas were awarded to five
students from the Department of Law
and Business at the Faculty of Business
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session. There were also 430 graduates
of Conversion Programmes.

The Bachelor's degrees and
Honours Diplomas were conferred by
Dr. Henry Hu, President of Hong Kong
Shue Yan University.

University Ethos: “Be sincere in
Ren (benevolence) and learn
widely™

Professor Hu Yao-su, Academic
Vice-President of Hong Kong Shue Yan
University, delivered a congratulatory
speech which marked the start of the
Graduation Ceremony. In his speech,
Professor Hu reminded us of the univer-
sity ethos: “Be sincere in Ren
(benevolence) and learn widely”.
According to Confucius (Lun Y XII: 1),
Ren means a “return to the observance
of the rites through overcoming the self.”
Much later, Adam Smith, the founder of
Western political economy, writing in
The Theory of Moral Sentiments in
1761, defined benevolence as “to feel
much for others and little for ourselves”
(1761: 85). The Shue Yan philosophy is
that Learning and Ren reinforce each

other. As Professor Hu reminded us
“learning enables a person to distinguish
between right and wrong, to choose the
right path and to persevere in righteous
decisions. Learning is the process (a
never ending process), Ren is the
outcome.” His sincere wish for the
graduates was that we would remain
truthful and benevolent in the Shue Yan
tradition throughout our lives.

oK “T i mﬂﬁﬁéﬁﬂé‘wﬁﬁﬁiirL‘ﬂﬁ%
Professor Hu Yao-su, Academic Vice-President of
Hong Kong Shue Yan University, delivered a
congratulatory speech which marked the start of
the Graduation Ceremony.




Professor Hu also reflected that
under the leadership of the President,
Dr. Henry Hu and Dr. Chung Chi-yung,
the Vice-President and Principal, with
support from the community, and with
the dedication of our staff, students and
alumni, Shue Yan has achieved much.
The 12-storey academic building was
established in Braemar Hill in 1985. The
Library Complex was completed in
1995. The 30-storey Residential and
Amenities Complex was opened in
2005. The university is planning to build
a 20-storey research complex building
next to the student hostel in support of
its efforts to constantly improve the
quality of teaching and learning for its
students.

Master’s Degree Graduation
Ceremony

The Master’'s Degree Graduation
Ceremony for the Department of
Businesses Administration was held at
the Faculty of Business session of the
Graduation Ceremony. The MBA

programme is jointly offered by the
University of Louisiana at Monroe (USA)
and Hong Kong Shue Yan University.
Dr. Donna Luse, Associate Dean of the
Faculty of Business in the University of
Louisiana at Monroe (USA), came to
Hong Kong to confer the degrees.
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Dr. Donna Luse, Associate Dean of the
Faculty of Business in the University of
Louisiana at Monroe (USA), came to Hong
Kong to confer the MBA degrees.

The Master of Counselling degree
jointly offered by the University of New
England, Australia and Hong Kong
Shue Yan University, was conferred at
the Faculty of Social Sciences session
of the Graduation Ceremony. Professor
Graham Webb, Acting Vice-Chancellor,
and Professor Victor Minichiello, Pro
Vice-Chancellor and Dean of the
Faculty of the Professions of the Univer-
sity of New England, conducted the
award ceremony.

After the ceremony, graduates took
pictures with their family members
around the campus.

Graduate: The Days of Joining
the Society

Mandy Chung, who graduated
from the Department of Journalism and
Communication said, “Time really flies. |

still remember that | worked as a helper
in the 34th Graduation Ceremony last
year. At that time, | thought there was
still time before | graduate. However, in
a flash, it is my turn for graduation.”

She remarked that the most impor-
tant thing in university is to join the
student societies, because you can
meet people with the same interest, and
it feels good to work together to make
things happen. Even the seed of friend-
ship is grown from it. “To me, this is truly
friendship that builds on it,” she said.

She also said that participating in
Drama Society was an unforgettable
experience to her during her first three
years in Shue Yan, because she felt a
great sense of accomplishment from the
drama rehearsals and performance.

BEBCABE B EEFEEXEAY

Number of Graduates of the 35" Graduation Ceremony of Hong Kong Shue Yan University

GEREAREL |

B2 SER(A) |
Faculty Bachelor's Degrees | (A) I
Bachelor's Degrees |
Conversion (%
Programmes :
AR Faculty of Business 352 | 246 = B
THEESER )
Department of Business Administration 203 172 \
BE2HR 3 |8
Department of Accounting 123 74 /4
CERSRBR I
Department of Economics and Finance 21 =
SR
Department of Law and Business g 5 (Honours Diploma) | - L
FE2FRIEE: Faculty of Social Science 199 {32
HEER ‘ ‘
Department of Sociclogy 81 |- }
AR | i
Department of Social Work 48 < :
BEDOVEEZR i I
Departmert of Counselling and Psychology |70 lRAEE I
Faculty of Arts 37&f5z 195 152
izl
Department of History 12 =
FEESER
Department of Chinese Language and Literature | 33 39
SRS R R |
Department of English Language and Literature | 29 = }
FEEEESE R
Department of Journalism and Joumalism d20 T e
Total 8
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ith First Class Honours Graduates

Chan Wai Chi, Journalism and Communication

‘| feel both excited and touched!" This was how Chan Wai Chi felt
when she attended the Graduation Ceremony. She graduated with
first class honours in Journalism and Mass Communication. She
was excited because her four years of hard work, had paid off. She
was touched by the nurturing of the teachers and the support and
encouragement she had received from her family.

“Studying occupied 80% of my university life.” Chan said.

However, besides studying hard, Wai Chi was like all other
students, joined in university activities, had a part-time job and
participated in sports event. She had been a member of the edito-
rial team of the Shue Yan Newsletter in year 3 and year 4. She
participated in the Joint University Alumni Table Tennis Competition
for many years. Regarding her part-time job, she said that if it
clashed with her studies, she always chose studying over her
part-time job.

Ng Yuen Wa, Accounting

Ng Yuen Wa, a first class honours graduate in accounting, has
spent the past four years mostly on study and part-time jobs. She
didn’t take part in extracurricular activities inside and outside
school. Yet, her university life was still very colorful as she was
fortunate enough to live in hostel with other students.

“In the past 4 years, | was lucky to be given a place in student
hostel. I've met many schoolmates from different faculties which
has broadened my circle of friends. Meanwhile, | served in the post
of hostel assistant.” says Yuen Wa.

She is very thankful that Hong Kong Shue Yan University has

Whenasked about her learning method, she said, “I prepared
for the lesson before class, so that | could have a brief understand-
ing of the lesson content. Also, you have to pay attention in class,
and if there are any problems, discuss them with classmates, or
ask the teachers after the lesson; so when doing revision after
class, there is no need to spend too much time on it. Lastly, | always
revised the course one month before the examination, so that |
could handle the exam with ease.”

She also said that no matter how good her results were, she
would never compare herself with others, but focus on whether she
had made any improvement or not.

Wai Chi is now working as:a reporter at the South China Morn-
ing Post. She said she would try her best in her job and hoped that
one day she could make some contribution to Shue Yan.

given her a chance to receive fertiary education. She sincerely
reminds her young classmates that “we should be thankful and
should cherish this precious opportunity in school. Though the
resources here are limited, we would not be who we are without
SIVERE

Yuen Wa hopes she can repay the school and society in the
near future and encourages the students in Shue Yan to work hard.
Finally, she especially thanks her teacher Ms Li Ngor Chun, who
teaches Mandarin, for her love and care.

Fung Ching Yee, Business Administration

It took Fung Ching Yee a year to get used to university life in
Business Administration. She never thought of receiving a first
class honours degree when she was admitted as a Shue Yan
university student in 2005.

Ching Yee started doing a part-time job to earn her living when
she was in year 2. At that time, she suddenly found that she needed
to spend more time on her studies. She used not to be a brilliant
academic student in her secondary school, but at Shue Yan, she
has turned out to be a hardworking girl.

Ching Yee takes the President and the Principal as her
example as they have been putting so much effort into developing
Shue Yan. By serving the post of helper in many activities, doing

part-time jobs and studying seriously at home, she felt very fulfilled.

“I cherish every moment that | spent with my classmates doing
projects. They were very sincere and willing to express their views.
That taught me many skills and experiences in dealing with
interpersonal relationships.” Ching Yee says.

Ching Yee points out that the working experience she gained
in part-time jobs is valuable as it helps a lot in the real battle field of
full-time employment.

Ching Yee is thankful to the President and the Principal andis
determined to contribute to the university and society.
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Hong Kong Shue Yan University The Thirty-Fifth Graduation Ceremony
Congratulatory Speech delivered by Professor Hu Yao-su, Academic Vice-

President

Dear Chief Executive, dear Dr. Hu, dear
Dr. Chung, dear Governors, dear guests and
parents, dear colleagues, dear students:

Today, the 35th Graduation Ceremony of
Hong Kong Shue Yan University, is character-
ized by three principal reasons for joyful
celebration. First, we are most grateful to the
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, the Honorable Donald
Tsang Yam-kuen, for accepting to preside over
the ceremony. Secondly, this is the first time in
the history of Shue Yan University that Honor-
ary Doctorates are being conferred. The Doctor
of Laws honoris causa is awarded to the Chief
Justice of the Final Court of Appeal, the honor-
able Dr. Andrew Li, GBM, and the Doctor of
Social Science honoris causa is awarded to Dr.
Tin Ka-ping, MBE. Thirdly, the achievement
and joy are for all graduands here. They are
going to receive their degrees in recognition of
their hard work and academic achievements.

On behalf of Hong Kong Shue Yan
University, | would like to express my deep
gratitude to the Chief Executive, the Honorable
Donald Tsang. | would also like to express my
warmest congratulations and best wishes to
the Honorable Dr. Andrew Li, Dr. Tin Ka Ping,
and all our graduands.

¢ .

To our graduands: As you are starting
new careers or further studies, may | remind
you of our university ethos: “Be sincere in Ren
(benevolence) and learn widely”. The founders
of Shue Yan College, now Shue Yan University,
Dr Chung and Dr Hu, have been guiding 35
cohorts of students towards this ideal. What is
Ren? According to Confucius (Lun Y@ XIl:1):
“To return to the observance of the rites
through overcoming the self constitutes Ren."
According to the founder of Western political
economy, Adam Smith, writing in 1761 in The
Theory of Moral Sentiments, a book which has
received much attention among leaders in
Beijing: “To feel much for others and little for
ourselves, to restrain our selfish, and to indulge
our benevolent affections, constitutes the
perfection of human nature; and can alone
among mankind produce that harmony of
sentiments and passions in which consists
their whole grace and propriety.” (1761: 85)
Why do we need to learn at all? Learning
enables a person to distinguish between right
and wrong, to choose the right path and to
persevere in righteous decisions. Learning and
Ren reinforce each other. Learning is the
process (a never ending process), Ren is the
outcome. We very much hope that our alumni
can remain truthful and benevolent throughout

their lives.

Under the leadership of Dr. Henry Hu
and Dr. Chung Chi-yung, with support from the
community, and with the dedication of our staff,
students and alumni, Shue Yan has achieved
much, and we are working hard to accomplish
more. The 12-storey academic building was
established in Braemar Hill in 1985. The
Library Complex was completed in 1995. In
2005, the 30-storey Residential and Amenities
Complex was opened. Our first degree
programmes, validated by HKCAA, were
launched in 2001. By 2007, all of our diplomas
have been upgraded to degree level, and inthe
last 3 years we have been very busy running
conversion programmes for our diploma gradu-
ates. The number of our students has been
increasing steadily since the start of the
millenium, and now exceed 4,000. In Decem-
ber 2006, Shue Yan was approved by the Chief
Executive in Council to become the first private
university in Hong Kong; and the Honorable
Donald Tsang presided over the ceremony in
February 2007. At present, we are planning to
build a 20-storey research complex building
next to the student hostel. We at Shue Yan
University are doing our best, and will continue
to do so, to implement and support the educa-
tional policy of the Hong Kong government.
Thank you.
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Hong Kong Shue Yan University The Thirty-Fifth Gradua-
tion Ceremony Citation
Doctor of Social Sciences, honoris causa Dr. TIN Ka Ping

Citation written and delivered by
Professor Sun Tien Lun

Mr. President,

Itis my greatest honour and privilege to
present to you, Dr. Tin Ka Ping, for the award
of the degree of Doctor of Social Science,
honoris causa. Today also marks Dr. Tin's
90th birthday, and on behalf of everyone
here, may | wish Dr. Tin a very happy
birthday.

Dr. Tin is popularly known as the “King
of Synthetic Leather", and is the founder of
Tin's Chemical Corporation. Yet, Dr. Ting's
most passionate pursuit in life is not success
as an industrialist, but rather a career in
philanthropy. He often appeals to others “to
view philanthropic work in the community as
lasting and magnificent careers”. In particu-
lar, he has shown profound concern for the
development of education in China, Hong
Kong and Taiwan. Thus far, he has donated
funds to 39 teachers' colleges, 53 compre-
hensive universities, 166 secondary schools,
40 primary school and 1350 libraries situated
in schools in rural areas in, China. The total
amount of his donation has well exceeded
HKD1 billion. Dr. Tin's philanthropic work has
been widely recognized and acknowledged:
In 1982, he was awarded the Medal of
Honour by Queen Eiizabeth II; in 1988, he
was presented with an inscribed golden
plaque by the highest authority in Taiwan
recognizing his support for charities; in 1993,
the International Asteroid Cenire named
Asteroid 2886 (discovered by the Zijin Shan
Observatory in Nanjing) after him; in 1996,
Queen Elizabeth |l appointed him as Member
of the Order of the British Empire; and in
2006, he was presented with the “Chinese
Outstanding Charitable Enterprise Award” by
the Beijing China Charity Association. In
addition, Dr. Tin has been named Honour-
able Citizen in over eighty cities and prefec-
tures in China, and has received honorary
appointments as professor in scores of
Chinese universities. Honorary degrees and
fellowships have also been conferred upon
Dr. Tin by over a dozen universities in China,
Hong Kong and Taiwan.

Born in 1909, Dr. Tin is now ninety

T s

years old. He lost his father in early adoles-
cence, and from thereon, Y2 had to shoulder
the responsibility of caring for his family. In
1937, he emigrated to Vietnam, and set up
the Chayang Porcelain Factory, marketing
china clay. Within a short period of time, his
business thrived and achieved quantum
growth. Unfortunately, with the occupation of
Shantou by the Japanese, the supply of
china clay was cut off, and Dr. Tin was forced
to give up his business and seek refuge with
his brother in Indonesia. Within twenty years,
his enterprising and pioneering spirit enabled
him to establish a highly successful business
in the rubber industry, and from there, he set
up the first plastics enterprise in Indonesia. In
1958, with the upsurge in anti-Chinese
sentiment in Indonesia, Dr. Tin decided to
close down his business enterprises and
move to Hong Kong. Two years later, he built
the 30,000 square meter Tin's Chemical
Industrial Estate on reclaimed land in Tuen
Mun. Later, he added another plant in Ping
Shan, Yuen Long, thereby consolidating his
position of leadership in the synthetic leather
industry.

Dr. Tin's astounding success as an
industrialist may be attributed to his indomi-
table spirit, unique vision, and uncommon
daring. Nevertheless, he has gained even
more respect from others for his considerate-
ness, assiduousness, and simple way of life.
He maintains a harmonious relationship with
his employees, is unpretentious in his ways,
and likes to attend to matters personally. In
this, he is an exemplar of the classical Confu-
cian gentleman, practising benevolence and
respecting righteousness. In his business
dealings, he places reputation and clients’
benefit foremost, and upholds integrity at all
times. Hence, his enterprise has enjoyed
stable growth, and he has successfully built a
business empire based on sound founda-
tions.

In 1982, Dr. Tin established the K.P. Tin
Foundation. This charitable non-profit organi-
zation is dedicated to bettering the welfare of
the community, and is funded solely by Dr.
Tin and his family business. Of the many
stories surrounding Dr. Tin's philanthropic
endeavours, perhaps the most endearing is

the sale of his 37-year old home in 2001.
That year, following the economic downturn,
Dr. Tin, like many other businessmen, had
suffered a substantial loss of income. There-
fore, to make good his promise to help build
schools in China, he sold his home for
HK5.68m, and put the funds into the Founda-
tion to build 20 secondary schools in China.
From owning an 80 square meter home after
his arrival from Indonesia, to owning a 700
square meter home in 1965, to renting a 130
square meter apartment in 2001, Dr. Tin
literally removed himself from the class of
“haves” to the class of “have-nots”. Although
his friends and relatives were extremely
worried about this change in his status, Dr.
Tin took things in his stride, because he firmly
believed in the Chinese motto: “What you
take from your community ought to be used
on the community”. Furthermore, he has
adamantly followed the Chinese adage that
“Accumulating virtue for the coming genera-
tions is better than passing your fortune to
your descendants”. In 2007, Dr. Tin
responded to the Hong Kong government's
matched-fund donation scheme, and
voluntarily made donations to the universities
in Hong Kong. Shue Yan University is one of
the beneficiaries of his benevolence.

Dr. Tin is a self-made man, his remark-
able achievement is the culmination of
innumerable pieces of hard work. His way of
life and his personal conduct provide a model
for us all to emulate. Dr. Tin may not be the
wealthiest person in Hong Kong, and he may
not be the top philanthropist with respect to
the amount of funds donated, but he has
certainly donated the highest proportion of
his estate to charity. As a result of his selfless
contribution, the conditions in many educa-
tional establishments have improved
substantially, and thousands of students who
would otherwise have been denied the
opportunity, have gained entrance into the
portals of formal education. In this, Dr. Tin's
lifework runs parallel to Shue Yan
University's ethos of cultivating benevolence.

Mr. President, in recognition of Dr. Tin's
lifework, may I call upon you to confer on him
the degree of Doctor of Social Sciences,
honoris causa.

P
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Hong Kong Shue Yan University The Thirty-Fifth Graduation

Ceremony Citation

Doctor of Laws, honoris causa The Honorable Chief Justice
Andrew Kwok-nang Li

A citation written and delivered by
Professor Ned Aughterson

Some twenty three hundred years ago,
the Greek philosopher Aristotle wrote:

Now, absolute monarchy, or the
arbitary rule of a sovereign over all citizens,
in a city which consists of equals, is thought
by some to be quite contrary to nature; ...
That is why it is thought to be just among
equals everone be ruled as well as rule, ...
And the rule of law, it is argued, is preferable
to that of any individual.

The great responsibility of preserving
the ideals expressed by Aristotle, of uphold-
ing the rule of law in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, has fallen on the first
and present Chief Justice, the Honorable
Andrew Kwok-nang Li. He assumed office at
an historic time, on the resumption of
Chinese Sovereignty over Hong Kong in July
1997. Since that time, he has championed
the values that underlie our legal system and
has made a towering contribution to the
maintenance of judicial independence and
the preservation of the rights and freedoms of
the people of Hong Kong. He is widely
credited with maintaining confidence in the
judicial system, which is fundamental to the
social and economic development of Hong
Kong. That alone is a great achievement.
Without a fair and independent judicial
system, citizens will be wary and many
investors will seek less risky ventures. As the
American President Andrew Jackson noted:
constitutional rights are a “mere bubble”
unless guaranteed by an “independent and
virtuous Judiciary”.

The judicial decisions of the Chief
Justice speak not only of the independence
of the judiciary, but also demonstrate a strong
adherence to the underlying values inherent
in the legal system and adopted in the Basic
Law. In a 2002 judgment he stated:

The intention of the Basic Law was to
entrench constitutionally the rights and
freedoms in Chapter Ill, rights and freedoms
which are essential to Hong Kong's separate
system, and the courts have the duty of
safeguarding and protecting them by
adopting a generous approach to their

T

interpretation.

Later, in 2005, in referring to the
fundamental rights of freedom of assembly
and freedom of speech, he was joined by
other judges of the Court of Final Appeal in
declaring:

These freedoms are of cardinal
importance for the stability and progress of
society for a number of inter-related reasons.

A democratic society is one where the
market place of ideas must thrive. These
freedoms enable citizens to voice criticisms,
air grievances and seek redress. This is
relevant not only to institutions exercising
powers of government but also to organiza-
tions outside the public sector which in
modern times have tremendous influence
over the lives of citizens. Minority views may
be disagreeable, unpopular, distasteful or
even offensive to others. But tolerance is a
hallmark of a pluralistic society.

Chief Justice Li was born in Hong Kong
and attended school both in Hong Kong and
England before obtaining Bachelor of Arts in
Law and Master of Laws degrees from the
University of Cambridge. He was called to
the Middle Temple in 1970 and three years
later was admitted to the Hong Kong Bar. He
took silk in 1988.

His contribution to public life is impres-
sive and continues a long Li family tradition of
public service and leadership in diverse
fields, including banking, government, and
education, as well as the law.

He was appointed a Deputy Judge of
the District Court of Hong Kong in 1982 and a
Deputy High Court Judge in 1991. In 1992 he
became a member of the Executive Council
of Chris Patten, the last British Governor of
Hong Kong. In light of the aspirations
expressed in the Basic Law, it is fitting that he
became the first Chief Justice of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region after the
handover. Central to the Basic Law, as
reflected in the Preamble as well as its
articles, is the ideal of maintaining the
prosperity and stability of Hong Kong. That
could not be achieved without a judicial
system that is ftransparently fair and
respected, both locally and internationally. In

turn, particularly in the formative years, that
required the appointment of a Chief Justice
who personally possessed those qualities.

The public service of Chief Justice Li
extends even beyond those appointments. It
has included serving as a Steward of the
Hong Kong Jockey Club, Chairman of the
University and Polytechnic Grants Commit-
tee and the Land Development Corporation,
and Vice Chairman of the Council of the
Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology. He is currently the Vice
Chairman of the Council of St Paul's
Co-educational College [where he received
his early education], a trustee of the Friends
of Tsinghua University Law School Charitable
Trust and a Guest Professor of Tsinghua
University.

The Chief Justice has been awarded
Honorary Degrees by several other universi-
ties in Hong Kong and overseas, including
the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology, the University of Hong Kong and
the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He
was made an Honorary Bencher of the
Middle Temple in 1997 and an Honorary
Fellow of Fitzwilliam College Cambridge in
1999. He was awarded the Grand Bauhinia
Medal by the Hong Kong Government in
2008. In an address following the conferral of
one of his several honorary degrees, he
offered some remarks to graduating students
and, in so doing, quoted Winston Churchill:
“Remember that we make a living by what we
get. But we make a life by what we give”.

By that measure, Chief Justice Li has
enjoyed and continues to enjoy a rich and
fulsome life. And, importantly for Shue Yan,
that life includes a link to this University. In
addition to his long-standing friendship with
Dr Hu, President of Shue Yan University, both
being barristers, his mother and father were
friends of Dr Hu and Dr Chung, the Principal
of Shue Yan University.

Mr President, | commend to you the
Honorable Chief Justice Andrew Kwok-nang
Li, of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region, for the award of Doctor of Laws,
honoris causa.
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Hong Kong Shue Yan University The Thirty-Fifth Graduation

Ceremony

Speech by the Honourable Chief Justice Andrew Kwok-nang Li

On behalf of Dr Tin and myself, | wish to
express our deep gratitude to the University for the
high honours which have been conferred on us and
for the kind and generous citations. We receive the
award with humility and we are proud to be
admitted to the rank of honorary graduates of this
young and dynamic University. Itis an award which
we shall treasure.

It gives me particular pleasure to receive the
award of this University. Dr Hu and Dr Chung are
both friends of my family and | have known Dr Hu
since | commenced practice as a barrister in 1973.
At that time, Shue Yan College, the predecessor of
the University, had recently been founded in 1971.
During my warking life, | have witnessed for myself
the phenomenal development of this independent
liberal arts tertiary institution from its humble
beginnings into the first privaic = iversity in Hong
Kong.

As is universally recognized, the great
achievement in developing this institution is the
result of the vision, leadership and the complete
and life long dedication and commitment of Dr Hu
and Dr Chung. Without their absolute determina-
tion and perseverance, Shue Yan will not be what it
is today. Shue Yan's journey in over three decades
has been an arduous one, with many difficulties and
challenges along the way. But with the indomitable
spirit of this remarkable couple, these have been
successfully overcome. What they have achieved
at Shue Yan deserves our greatest admiration and
respect. Indeed their lives” work exemplifies the
nobility of the human spirit and is a legend in our
times.

From its modest beginnings in 1971, the
institution achieved university status in 2006. As
the first private university in Hong Kong, its position
is unique. But as all concerned at Shue Yan no
doubt understand, the attainment of university
status only marks the end of an important stage of
its development and the beginning of a new and
exciting stage. The education of the young is an
eternal journey which never ends. | wish to convey
my warmest congratulations to all concerned at
Shue Yan on what they have achieved. | am
confident that the institution will go from strength to
strength and | wish it every success in its endeav-
ours.

To all graduating students, not only those of
the Faculty of Arts at this session and those of other
Faculties at other sessions, | wish to offer my
sincere and warmest congratulations. | am sure
that the graduating students will agree with me
when | say that you owe a great debt of gratitude to
your families and teachers for their unstinting
support and wise guidance. It is a debt of honour
which | am sure you will never forget. They must be
very happy today and have every reason to be
proud of you. To them, | also wish to extend my

congratulations and best wishes.

The body of alumni is a most important
stakeholder of any university and can provide it with
invaluable support. You have received much from
the University and | trust that you will do your part to
contribute to the development of your Alma Mater in
future years,

It is now over three and a half decades since
| started my working life after graduation from
university and the completion of professicnal
training. In the late 1960s and the early 1970s,
some two decades before the present generation of
graduates were born, the world was very different
from what it is today. World affairs were deminated
by the Cold War. Major events included the 6 days
war in the Middle East and the Vietnam War. China
was at the height of the culitural revolution and was
closed to the outside world. The first human heart
transplant was carried out. Man set foot on the
moon for the first time. Compact discs were
unknown, let alone personal computers and the
Internet. Stars like Elizabeth Taylor and Maggie
Smith were Oscar winners and the Beatles and the
Rolling Stones were the fashion of the day.

Hong Kong was a colony with an appointed
legistature. Our economy was based on manufac-
turing and our currency was pegged to the pound
sterling. The Lion Rock Tunnel was only opened in
1967 followed by the Hunghom Cross-Harbour
Tunnel in 1972.

Those somewhat idyllic times are long past.
The last three decades have seen the most
momentous changes in the world, We have seen
massive and the most amazing advances in
science, technology and medicine and in every field
of human endeavour. And there have been sea
changes in the geopolitical landscape. The Cold
War is long over. The Soviet and Eastern Bloc has
disintegrated. European Union is growing. Asia
has become an area of strong growth. Our Mother-
land, China, has emerged as a modern and strong
nation. And our homeland, Hong Kong, now an
international financial centre, has been re-unified
with her. )

Youth is the trustee of posterity. By the time
the graduating students of today reach my stage of
life, we will be approaching 2050, the middle of the
21st century. What will the world be like then?
What does the future hold? Looking into the future,
we can only be certain of one thing. The pace of
change in all fields of human endeavour is likely to
accelerate. So, how can we, particularly our young
people, prepare ourselves for the exciting
challenges ahead?

First, we must believe in and practice
learning for life, so as to ensure that we would have
the knowledge and skills required from time to time.

Success, and indeed survival, will depend on the
life-long pursuit of education in all respects. Things
taught at schools and universities are not an
education but only a means to an education and
there are no limits and boundaries to learning. And
we must be keen to continue to learn from
experience in the university of life.

Secondly, creativity and innovation will be of
pivotal importance to human progress. We must
approach all things with an inquisitive and open
mind. We must always ask “why” and explore new
answers and solutions. The world will be increas-
ingly globalised. But of even greater importance
than globalisation in terms of trade and services is
the global market place of ideas, which has no
boundaries and will continue to th We must
challenge orthodoxy =nd must never take things for
granted. We must be flexible and must be prepared
to try out new ideas.

Thirdly, it is most important to develop the
strength of character, the inner strength, to
overcome adversity. Life’s journey is a long
distance race. As you progress through it, there will
be many ups and downs. Sometimes, the sun will
shine on you. But at other times, life can be stormy.
Sometimes, the sailing will be plain. At other times,
the territory will be rugged. It is important always to
move on, with the determination to overcome
adversity. “For sweet are the uses of adversity" as
Shakespeare pointed out. You must face life's
challenges with great vigor and courage.

Lastly, we must remember that as has been
well said, we make a living by what we get, but we
make a life by what we give. We must be
concermned about the problems faced by society,
including the gap between rich and poor and the
protection of the environment. And we must be
prepared to do our fair share to serve and contrib-
ute to the welfare of the community and the under
privileged. We live in a highly materialistic world,
with many people obsessed with material posses-
sions.  Whilst economic growth is of course
essential, any society must find its soul in its social
conscience based on respect for human dignity.

In concluding, | am confident that with the
excellent education provided here, graduates of this
University will be well prepared to continue on life’s
journey and face life's many challenges.

You should aim high, and sirive to make a
difference. Each of you has the opportunity to fly as
high as your ability, commitment and industry will
take you. | wish both present and graduating
students every success and happiness.

Thank you. Good Health and Good Fortune
to you all.




